IRON COUNTY REGISTER, IRONTON, MISSOURL

WANTED. % DUNES B
NATIONAL PARK

& JOHN DICKINSON $ AN

Photographs &7 FRANCES LA FOLLETTE

-Wonderland
in Indiana on
Lake Michigan
Should Be
Saved for the
People

ANTED : The Dunes National park—
in the sand dunes of indlana on
the shore of Lake K Michigan be-
tween Gary and Michigan City!

The middle West has visited the
playgrounds of the people in the
geenle West—the nationsl parks of
. the Rockles, Sierras and Cascades,
It has found them good. It has fallen
in love with the national park iden.
Now it Is asking: “Why not a na-
tional park right here, lustead of
half way across the continent?” For
there is not n scenlc national park worthy of the
name between Rocky Mountain
ALafalyette on the coast of Maine.

So Indiana, Tliools and Michigan want o Da-
tional park, and they have picked out the dunes as
ithe right place for it. \

How they are going to bring about its establish-
ment is a blg question. The proposed park area
is all under private ownership and Is held-at spec-
mlative prices on the chance of n second Gary
belng built at the head of Lake Michigan. Even
\at nctual values it would cost about $2,500,000 to
buy the 13,000 acres most desirable for park pur-
poses. The scenie parks of the West were taken
from the national forests and the pablic domaln
by congress. To date there is no precedent for
ithe appropriation by congress of funds 1o purchase
4 nationdl park area, Lafayette was presented to
the government for national park purposes by the
pwners of the property. i

Congress hgs no natlonal park polley. It dllly-
dallies with national parks as it does with most
other things. It {8 now generous with appropria-
tiong and again niggardly; for instance, it gave
Yellowstone $£334,000 and Yosemite $255,000 In
1919 and kept Rocky Mountain, with twice as
anany visitors 8s both parks, down to $10,000.
Politics enters largely into all national park legls.
‘atlon. In the Sixty-fourth congress the Interior
department supported the bill to enlarge Yellow-
wtone and the bill to add to Sequoia and change
its name to Roosevelt. The agricultural depart-

ment, because the proposed additions would be

taken from national forests, and therefore from Its
wontrol, opposed both bills, beating the former in
the senate and the latter in the house. So there
18 no teliing what congress will or will not do In
¢he matter of national park legislation,

Can congress be induced to appropriate money
for the purchase of private holdings for national
park purposes?

This question has been put squarely up to con-
gress by two bills introduced at this sesslon, One
<alls for the appropriation of a million dollars or
wo for the purchase of Mammoth cave, Kentucky,
and its environs for a national park. The other
wrovides for the establishment of the Mississippl
Valley National park on both sldes of fhe Missis-
<ippl In southwestern Wisconsin and northeastern
Tows. Here the two states own the land under
the river, the federnl government confrols its
aavigation, part of the proposed area Is a Wiscon-
aln state park, some of the land will be donated
and the land to be purchased by.the govermment
fine been appralsed at o very moderate price,

Can congress condemn private holdings for na-
tional park purposes?

Nobody séoms to know. Most lawyers would
sny off-hand that the state of Indlann can con-
demn the dunes for state park purposes. And
presumably the state of Indinna could transfer the
Aand to the federnl government, The national park
service has been lookiug Into the question of con-
demnation. It i advised that the government can
wondemn private holdings Inside of national park
boundaries—m fact, a bill Is pendiag to condemn
160 acres In General Grant National park which
the owner will not sell for n ressonnble price. As
to the condemnation of patented lund cutside. of
n natlonal park the nationd] park serviee 1s yet
undecided,  Condemnation of the dunes has been
adyocated by private Indlvidunly and by the press.

Tho crentlon of Lafayette Natlonal park has
established this precedent: The federasl governs
ment will aceept sultable lund présented to It ‘for
nntlonal park purposes. 8o, while ather questions

“are being throshed out, the Indlana, Dinols and

Alchigan tederations of the General Federation
‘“!Mn'v Clubs are engnged ln a campaign to
ruise sufficient movey by subkeription to purehase

he dunes and present them to.the government for
© natfonal park, '
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Thera is no question that the Indiana dunes are
worthy of national park honors. Oectober 30, 1916,
& public hearing was held In Chicago by the In-
terior department in pursuance of a senate resoln-
tlon. In September, 1917, a printed report by
Director Stephen T. Mather of the national park
service was Issued. This report ellminated from
eonsvderntion all of the dune country except a
strip nlong the shore of Lake Mie¢higan about a
mile deep between Miller's in Lake county and
Michigan City. After describing the dunes with
considernble enthusiasm, Director Mather SIYS:

“Assuming, without further*description of actual
conditions In this dune country, that the sand
dunes of Indiana are equal to those In any other
section of the country; that they are the most ac-
cessible dunes; that they possess extremely inter-
esting flora and fauna; that they offer unparalleled
Jopportunities to observe the netlon of the wind
and its Influence on the sand and plant life; that
the Lake Michigan beach 1s beautiful and offers
bathing facilltles for a multitude ; that the recrea-
tionnl uses of the reglon are myriad, should they,
or a large section of them, be preserved for present
sud future generations? If they should be pre-
served, ure they worthy of Inclusion In a national
park? And if they are worthy of consideration as
a possible national park, would it be practicable
to establish them as such & park for the benefit
and enjoyment of the people?”’

He unswers the first two questions emphatically
In the affirmative. He says this reglon should bhe
preserved to the people for nll time and that it is
worthy of national park honors. As to the third
question, he thinks it one of legislative policy to
be determined by cougress, inasmuch as the dunes
are not publie lands, and private lands have never
been purchused for national park purposes. He
thinks the park should contaln from 9,000 to 18,000
aeres, extending 15 or 20 miles nlong the lake, He
finds that options secured by speculators vary
between $350 and $600°an acre, with one tract of
2,300 ncres held at $1,000 an acre.

“Manifestly,” says Mr. Mather, “none of these
lands dre actually worth 8350 an ncre at this time.
A figure less than $200 an acre probably represents
the actunl value of ‘the average tract of land not
under the influence of urban values, due to prox-
Imity to cities. Practically all of the larger hold-
ings must be purchased in thelr entivety, I belleve
that 9,000 to 18,000 acres of dune Innds can prob-
ably be secured for park purposes for approximnte-
ly 8200 an acre. The purchase price of a park of
the size suggested would therefore be Dbetween
$1.800,000 nnd §2,600,000."

The proposed Dune Natlonal park is really g
wonderful place, In the first place, the dunes are
an uninhabited wilderness, The fact that there |5
an uninhabited wilderness within a- foew miles of
the center of population—in 1910 at Bloomington,
Ind.—and at thé very doors of Chicagoe, the second
ety of the nutlon und the fourth city of the world,
fg in itself o marvel. Incldentally, the dunes are
within a few hours by rail nnd sutomoblly of 20,

000,000 people.  This makes them l:ln.quu? 48 a pub-

lie playground.

Agnini The duaes are o different world from
the monotonouy’ Hatness of the Chicngo pluin,
They are a country of bills and blufts, gullies and
viitleys, There are all sorts of interesting varip-
glons: Little lakes, streams, bogs, meadows. The
bluffs above the beach are Imposing, The beath
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rocks gand stones and quicksands, sloping very
L’rndtm]l}' into deep water, There I8 probably no
finer freshwater bathing beach in the world.

Don't think of the dunes as heaps of bare sand
In 8 desert. They are exactly the reverse, They
have water; trees, shrubs, vines, flowers, gross,
birds and small wild animal life. The truth is that
the dunes are & great natural propagating garden
with a most astonishing array of trees and plants
and flowers. This garden Is packed full of flora
from the Lake Superlor region, the Atlantic coast,
the middle South and the western prairie. It
seems to have almost everything in the plant line
from cactus to cranberries and from pines to tulip
trees, A list of only the most characteristic and
important plant specles numbers 208, X

To the ordinary visitor probably the spectacle
of the “walking dunes” |s the most interesting.
Here he sees land in the making. Here today Is @
towering dune crowned with flowers nnd plants
and trees: tomorrow it 1s gone and where it was Is
a great blow-out of glistening sand, with its steep
gides strewn with dead trunks exhumed from an
anclent graveyard of a previous forest Today
there is n deep gash in the bluff; tomorrow its
pluce is taken by a very lofty heap of white
sand that hus come up, graln by grain, ont of the
lnke, on which grasses and plants and shrubs and
treelets ure already struggling for a foothold, To-
day stands n forest on the edge of a shallow pond;
tomorrow it I8 a cemetery, with even the tree-
tops covered by sand marching in from the beach.

The accompanying map and diagram shows
where the materinl that bullds the dunes is com-
ing from and how It gets there. Lake Michigan
has been taking material from the west shore and
depositing It at the dunes for a period reckoned at
about 5,000 years. Previous to this period the
levol of the lake was 50 or 60 feet higher than now
and the discharge was toward the Mississippl at
g point near where now are the dunes, When the
jce-gorge or glicer which prevented the discharge
o'.?\\'ut-:-r into the 8t. Lawrence was removed and
the lake drained into the Atiantic Instead of the
gulf, the level dropped, the present lnke currents
set in and thie bullding of the dunes was begun,

Public lmmd'surveys made in 1835 and soundings
of Lake Michigan furnish the data for these
estimates: During the last 5,000 years the waters
of the Inke have washed away about 500 square
miles of land from the shore extending from the
Indipna state line northward Into Wiseonsin.
Where this land was 1s now water froia 30 to 60
feot deep.. The old shore line extends out from
three to nine miles; then there is an abrupt drop
of several hundred feet.

Thig I= an unparalleled eroslon; It is accounted
for by the softness of the shore, which Is largely
composed of muterinl thut was ground very fine
by the glaclers that deposited it. It is estimated
that 7,000,000 tons of soil Is taken yearly by the
Juke from the shore north of Chicago. So there
js plenty of material for bullding operations at
the dunes.

Theee focts suggest this Interesting question:
What will inppen to the dunes when the supply
of bullding materinl stops?

And stop It will, and that comparntively soon.
For the shorg north of Chlengo will In u few yenrs
be pretty solldly settled by people who Linye money
to spend to prevent further eroslon of the shore.
In “fnet, ‘erosion has already been stopped over
long stritehes, and In many places the shore has
peen built out.. The time Is coming whea the west
shore wiil. be protected from erogion by plers aond
brealwantors. The supply of bullding materinl for
the dunes will presumably stop. Perhaps then the
dunes will stop "walking."

Let us hope that long before that time the
Dunes Natlonnl park will be n people’s pluyground.
dediented to public recreation forever,
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| Right In Your Town-

a great guality coffee store] For every grocery store that
sells Schotten’s Coffees is a direct branck of exr house.

One Drawback.

Washington is n colored man and he
follows the profession of cleaning up
back yards, Also he was the first man
to think of wrapping a horse's fore-
legs with fly paper, keeping the flles
off thelr legs and catching Mr. I'ly at
the same time.

One of the women he was working
for sald to him: “Washington, your fly-
paper is a success, I see that by the
great number of flies there are on the
paper."

“Yes! Yes!"” sald Washington, “but
once In a while that horse gets his
legs too close together and they stick
and I has to pull 'em apart for him."

Agreed With the Doctor.

Mr. Griffin had spent an anxious aft-
ernoon at the office and hurried home
at an unusually early hous.

“How do you feel, dear? What did
the doctor say?"' he asked his wife.

“Oh, he asked me to put out my
tongue,” she murmured.

“Yes?"

“And after looking at It he sald:
‘Overworked I'"

Mr, Gritfin heaved an audible sigh of
rellef.

“T have perfect falth In that doctor,”
he said firmly. “You will have to give
it a rest.,”

Lots Better.

Smiley—I hope you won't mind if I
bring a couple of friends home to din-
ner tonight, my dear?

Mrs, Smiley—0Oh, no; that Is better
than belng brought home by a couple
of friends after dinner,

If the toothache doesn't worry a
man it's becnuse some other fellow
has it.

Busy men nearly always nre happy
men.
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Ask you grocer

about Schotten quality in coffees.
The original plantation quality
brought direct to your table, the
Schotten way, with Schotten care.
Grocers: Write for our Cof-E-Log.

Mammoth Cave Has Rival,

Workers 1in & mine at Matehuala,
near San Luis Potosi, Mexico, have
discovered a cnve which Is suld to be
one of the largest in the republie.

It is more than 800 feet below the
level of the mine and is 15 feet In
width.,

Its length has never been estimated,
but exploring parties expect to survey
it carefully in the moqr future, One of
the most fantastic of iR many gro-
tesque adornments is a sulphurous
fountain which pours out continuously
n stream of blue water,

i1t promises to rival In magnificence
Kentucky's fumous Mammoth cave,
when fuily explored.

Parchmented Leather Valuable,

Parchmented leather hus greater
strength while lacking the elasticity
of tanned leather, and the belting of
M. Fellee Gllardirl of Turin Is designed
to combine these special qualities. The
hide being impressed deeply with a
trelliswork pattern, the compressed
portions are unaffected by tanning
ngents, while the Interior of the
meshes is tanned in the usual way.
The product hasg the required elastlelty
and s clnimed to be so strong that
belts may be much narrower than the
ordinary.

Keep Electric Fan Busy.

An electrie fan properly pinced In an
open doorway or window will qulckly
cnse away the flles and mosquitoes
doubtless secatter the mischief-
waking milecrobe,

Fitting One,

“What kind of o pet has your cole
lege tutor?"

“Naturally, he has n coach dog”

Ensy street's sunny side {sn't paved
with good Intentlons.
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|| Grape-Nuts |

GRAPENUT

is a notorious.knocker
of ill-health!
It contains the vital
mineral elements and
all the nutriment of
wheat and barley.
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TrRY IT.




